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SUMMARY 



1. (C) During his February 8 and 15 "Alo, Presidente" 
broadcasts, President Chavez accused the USG of supporting 
opposition efforts to oust him by funneling $60,000 to the 
NGO finma tLe and, millions more to assist other opposition 



groins . 



End Summary. 



2. (U) During his February 8 "Alo, Presidente" broadcast. 
President Chavez accused the USG of supporting opposition 
efforts to oust him by funneling $60,000 to the NGO Sumate 
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and also annoxinced he would provide proof that the USG is 
spending millions of dollars to assist other opposition 
groups. Emboffs confirmed that the National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED) approved a grant to Sumate for $53,400 in 
September 2003 to work on referendum and general electoral 
activities- On February 15, Chavez referred to free-lance 
journalist Jeremy Bigwood's FOIA request to the CIA on 
Sumate, and the CIA's subsequent refusal to confirm or deny 
that it possessed such information, as proof that the NED is 
a funding arm of the CIA for Venezuelan opposition groups. 
During the sane broadcast, Chavez asked the Solicitor General 
to analyze Sumate 's original funding request to determine if 
it included grounds for charging the NGO with treason. 

3. <U) During the February 8 broadcast, Chavez also mentioned 
the National Assembly of Educators (ANE) as one recipient of 
NED funding, claiming it was associated with the opposition 
party Democratic Action (AD) . He also asserted that 
Democratic Coordinator spokesman Jesus Torrealba is ANE's 
director. ANE spokesperson Leonardo Carvajal explained that 
the organization most recently received NED funds between 
2001 and 2002, according to a February 9 news report. 
Carvajal also denied that the ANE is associated with AD, 
saying that "no MJE board director belongs to any political 
party," though he indicated the AME had been linked with the 

MAS party during 1975-1988. | 

^ I and ANE is a mentber of the Democratic 

Coordinator . ) 
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I Allegations simxlar to 

Chavez' ccMnn»nts appear on the website 

www. venezuelafoia- info, "...devoted to investigating US 
xaeddling in Venezuela." The website includes the Bigwood 
POIA request, the CIA's res5>onse, and names the NED as a 
Sumate grantor. The website also concludes that NED has 

exclusively supported various opposition groups with grants 
totaling more than $800,000 and thereby contriJsuted to the 
country's political destabilization. 
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